
LB 946Narch 23, 1978

but S26,150 comes out of the Game Commission fund and A2,994
would be out of the general fund and I think the main th1nv
that we have to remember that these conservation off1cers
are in the same pay grade as the State Patrol. They work
the same hours and they enforce all the laws and regulations
in ouz state park system. They enforce all the boating laws
and they assist in r1ot control and train1ng and at least
4'3~ of the time they are facing people that are carrvinr
guns and I believe that they should be treated thc same as
the State Patrol inasmuch the descript1on of their position
is the same as the State Patrol that work the same hours etc.
I move for the adoption of the amendment.

PRESIDE'.J.z Senator Nichol.

SE:JATOR NICHOLJ Nr. Chairman, members oi' the Legislature,
I'd live to ask Senator Barnett why he wants to cluck out
conservation officers and furnish them a longev1ty salary
and why don't we go with evezybody if this is good for one
sect i on' ?

SE:JA OR BARNETTJ I'd buy that but I think it's easier to start
w1th one foot and then you can come in w1th the others late" on.

SE:JATQR NICHOL: Okay, thank you. I thin!z that Senatoz ':?amer
deserves some support on this and until we are willin: to =-o al'
the way with all and threat them fairly, treat them all alike,
we should stay away from this sort of practice. hank vou.

PRESIDE.'JT: Senato r Cope.

SENATOR COPE: Nr. President, members, I would have to suooort
Senator Warner. I think the mistake was made, probably last
year, when we passed the law that would give the State Patrol
this longevity pay. It 1sn't that they no doubt deserve it.
I'm sure the conservation officers do. I'm sure there's a lo
of more people that work for the State of Nebraska it would be
a great thing but it's Just, I think, 1mpossible and although
let's say we made a m1stake by doing th1s for the State Patrol,
I th1nk we should stop and reconsider right now before we start
adding any more groups. Then if we can work a system that will
take in every state employee, because I can see really, no a
great deal of difference between say, the Welfare Deoartment.
Evezyone knows when they go to work for an agency, what the work
enta1ls and they take it under those conditions,,fust the same
as we did when we run for the Legislature and the biw problem as
I see it is not today. It's twenty years down the road. The
829,000 today sounds very innocuous, very small but think about
this. Twenty years down the road, add to that the patrol, add
to that all the other agenc1es that will be in asking for the
same thing and they deserve 1t, remember what hapnened to 'Jew
York Citv and I see this 1n the same respect exactly for the
State of:.ebzaska if we continue to do this.

PRESIDENT: Senator Cullan.

SE.'JATOR CULLANJ Nr. President, members o" the Legislature,
Senator Barnett ind1cated he's attempting to get a foot in t:".e
door and I think we should Just slam the door on his foot as
quick as we can .

PRESIDENTJ Senator Barnett, would vou care to respond":.


